The Society for Computer Applications in Radiology
A COMMON misconception among nonradiologists is that radiologists spend all their time in darkened rooms reading x-rays. Even radiologists tend to define themselves this way. Although the interpretation of images is probably the most important thing we do, it is certainly not the only thing.
• Radiologists supervise the entire imaging process including equipment selection and maintenance, quality control of the image acquisition process, documentation of examination findings and other information, communication of examination results, and supervision of the transport, storage, and retrieval of images.
• Radiologists interact with patients in numerous ways such as performing interventional procedures and GI examinations, determining the type and amount of contrast medium to be administered, and treating reactions to contrast media. All these activities are important for patient care and are fundamental parts of the radiologist's role. The role of technology expert is particularly important as the digital transformation of radiology progresses. New demands will be placed on radiologists to understand technology and use it effectively. Digital radiography, teleradiology, PACS, and RIS systems will change the way we acquire and interpret images and communicate our findings. We should be prepared to playa pivotal role in determining how radiological images and information are made available in the emerging electronic medical record. Fortunately, radiologists are accustomed to incorporating new technology into their practices, and numerous sources provide information on new technological developments. In particular, the Society for Computer Applications exists to educate radiologists and others about these issues. I encourage you to take advantage of the many educational opportunities the Society offers including the Journal ofDigital Imaging, SCAR publications, the annual SCAR conference, the Expert Hotline, and, not least, the opportunity to network with fellow members. (Visit our web site at www.scar.rad.washington.edu for more information.) The opportunities offered by the Society are unsurpassed.
